
...2006 National Flood Safety Awareness Week... 
...Turn Around... Don’t Drown... 

 
The National Weather Service continues its flood awareness week campaign today with the 
theme of Turn Around... Don’t Drown.  
 
Did you know that... 
 
*  It takes only two feet of moving water to float most cars…trucks and sport utility vehicles.  
*  Nearly half of all flash flood fatalities are vehicle related. 
*  Flood deaths affect all age groups. 
*  Water can rapidly rise several feet in just minutes. 
*  Flash flood producing rains can also trigger catastrophic mud slides and debris flows. 
 
Unfortunately…too many people underestimate the force and power of water. As a result…more 
deaths occur each year from flooding than from any other thunderstorm related hazard. More 
than half of all flood related deaths result from vehicles being swept away by flood water. Many 
of these deaths could have been prevented had people simply followed the rule... Turn around... 
don’t drown.  
 
The following flood safety rules can help save your life. 
 
*  If flooding occurs…move to higher ground immediately. Get out of areas subject to flooding. 
This includes dips in roads…low spots…canyons…and washes or coulees. 
*  Avoid areas that are already flooded…especially if the water is flowing fast. Do not attempt to 
cross flowing streams.  
*  Flooded roads often have significant damage hidden by floodwaters. Never drive through 
flooded roadways. Turn around... don’t drown! 
*  Do not allow children to play near high water…storm drains or ditches. Hidden dangers could 
lie beneath the water. 
*  Do not camp or park your vehicle along streams and washes… particularly during threatening 
conditions. 
*  Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers. 
 
To learn more about flash flooding and the turn around don’t drown campaign visit the Turn 
Around... Don’t Drown web site... 
 
tadd.weather.gov
 
 
 


